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P BIRKA CASE ™
. UNRESOLVED

French lnvolvement Still
CPYRGA‘F Open Question

weeks of hearings in an ornate
‘high-ceilinged court room, the
controversial Ben Barka trial
Seems as far as ever from the,
kcy question in the case:

Were high-ranking officials - of
lhe French police system connect.
jed with .the - kidnaping "and pre-
sumed slaying of the Moroccan
politician Mehdi Ben Barka, who
was leading a left- “mg opposition:
lo the present regime in Rabat? -

Antoine Lopez, an inspector for
Air France at Otly field and a
part-time agent for the French
isecrel services, says they were.
His- supenots say lhey were not:
"No one, appavently, really knows.

) De Gaulle Indignant

" President Charles ' De Gaulle,
whose cabinet officers are thus -
indirectly under susplclon has
k‘ubllc]y named Morocco's interior

inister, Gen. Mohamed Outkir,!

- |as the chief organizer. Highly in-*
dignant, De Gaulle accused Ouf--
kir of conducling a criminal en-]
terprise on French soil with the
aid of “vulgar and subaltern” mi.!
nor French police officers. v
» Oulkir, backed by Moxoccosl
king Hassan II, has tossed the!
blame , back, on. highly placed
vl'renchmen

The defendants now in custody
‘an(l currently on trial, are only
small [ry. The only quesuon is
\\hcther they were acting under.
the instructions or authorizalion
[.iheir superiors, or = whelher
hey acted more or less on- their
pwn lo assist a plot conceived and.
dlrected by foreigners.

{ The basic facts are known. Ben
Barka, Oulkir’s political enemy,
disappeared last October 29 from:
the Boulevard St. Germain on thc. ’
‘Patis Lelt.Bank and has not been
seen since. N

; Was On Way To Lunch T

, Ben Barka had just arrived by:
plane from Geneva, When seized,
he was en route lo a luncheun
meeling with a French movie prost .
ducer and two other persons to;
‘discuss a projected film, a semi., - -
doctimentary on the ]lb’lahon of
jcolonized areas, a topic dear 1o
Ben Barka's heart.

o Those who scized him mcludeﬂ
, Lopez and:two minor French po-.
lice officials, Louis Souchon and;
1Roger Voitot. -When one of these
pohcemen flashed a badge, Ben:
‘Barka - followed . them wnhout,
quecl:on- appmcntly thinking he;
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